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Churches Housing Action Team (Mid Devon ) Ltd.   

A Registered Charity No.1049478.  A Company Limited by 

Guarantee.  Registered in England No. 03096996.  Registered 

Office - 28 Gold Street, Tiverton, Devon EX16 6PY 

CHAT was established to assist those in  

housing need across Mid Devon through Housing 

Advice, Deposit Guarantees and Floating  

Tenancy Support.  

CHAT aims to help those who are threatened 

with homelessness to retain accommodation, 

whilst also assisting those who are homeless to 

find secure accommodation. 

 

Action Week theme prayer 
 

Lord, your door is always open to us.  

Your heart is always open, overflowing with love. 

Help us, your church, to keep our doors open to 

all who struggle with poverty or homelessness. 

Give us open hearts, 

to recognise our sister, our brother, in need. 

And fill us with the will to work in our community and 

our country towards ending the pain and waste that 

poverty and homelessness create. 

In the name of the one 

who emptied himself of all but love,  

Our Saviour Jesus. 

Amen 
 

From CAP Poverty Sunday 2015 materials 

If you know of anyone who requires help please refer them to us 

at this address:  

 28 Gold Street, Tiverton, Devon, EX16 6PY Tel: 01884 255606  

E-mail: theoffice@chatmid.co.uk  Website: www.chatmid.org 

The office is open: Mondays from 10.30am; Tuesdays to Fridays from 9am  

Clients are assisted on a first come first served basis. 

 

   

PATRON 

The Rt. Revd. Nick McKinnel 
(Anglican Bishop of Crediton) 

 

HONORARY PRESIDENT 

Sally Chapman 

 January - March 2015 

 

HOMELESSNESS SUNDAY 2015 

Things have changed a bit this year… 
 

 We still have Homelessness Sunday (18th January), and Church  

Action on Poverty Sunday (15th February), but they are no longer linked 

into one week.  This year we’re choosing to look on it as having a whole 

month to think about those pushed to the margins of our society and 

consider what The Good Society might look like – the theme of Church 

Action on Poverty Sunday. 

 We’re pleased to have been invited to speak at six services this 

year.  The vision of a Good Society runs throughout the Bible, from the 

description of Eden, through the calling of Abraham and later the giving 

of the Law, on to Jesus and his teachings, the sharing of the early  

Christians and right through to the New Heavens and New Earth of  

Revelation; it is clear that God wants to be involved with the people he 

made, that he gives them responsibility for how they use their resources 

and that he has a heart for the poor, disadvantaged and overlooked.  

God’s very character is good and he wants his creation to reflect this. 

We are not just spiritual, but also physical and communal beings, called 

to live in justice and harmony with each other.  How can we achieve 

this?  The prayer of confession overleaf is a good place to start. 

 It is when we turn our eyes to Jesus and let him show us how he 

sees the world that our hearts begin to change and we see the  

importance of working towards the coming of his kingdom in our world.   
Cont’d overleaf 
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Partnering with CHAT is a straightforward way of doing this in Mid 

Devon.  May not only Homelessness and Poverty ‘month’, but the 

whole of 2015 be a time when we turn to Christ and work for the 

good of those around us. 
 

Prayer of confession  
 

We confess the times when our dreams have not been big enough  

to work for the Kingdom of God  

Loving Jesus  

Forgive us and inspire us  

We confess the times we have not acted as if that kingdom  

was only around the corner, growing in our midst  

Loving Jesus  

Forgive us and inspire us  

We confess the times we have spoken to others,  
as if they were not loved by Jesus and heirs of his kingdom  

Loving Jesus  

Forgive us and inspire us 
 

From CAP Poverty Sunday 2015 materials 

 

2015 - CHAT’s 20th ANNIVERSARY - Up-date 
 

Plans are now well underway for an exciting 2015, our 20th Anniversary. 

Ruth has a great group of volunteers working with her to plan exciting 

events. 

Look out for details on our Face Book page (search for Churches  

Housing Action Team – CHAT), or our website www.chatmid.org and 

on posters in our window and around local towns 

Here are the latest thoughts… 

Saturday 7th February Quiz Night at the Rose and Crown in Calverleigh 

Saturday 16th May Family Fun Day and Football Tournament 

Friday 26th June  Big Sleep-Out – let’s make this year’s even bigger! 

Friday 3rd July  Thanksgiving Service at St Peter’s Tiverton, led by       

                                                              Bishop Nick 

Autumn           Black Tie event tbc 

November/December  Musical event and hot drinks and cakes in 3 main 

                                            Mid Devon towns 
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A DAY in the LIFE of a CHAT VOLUNTEER 
 Barbara Strong has been volunteering with us for several years.  

Perhaps the run-up to Christmas isn’t typical of what a reception  

volunteer would usually do, but here’s how she spent a Tuesday in late 

November: 

Barbara came in at around 10am and made cups of  

coffee for staff and another volunteer manning the food 

store.  Next she collected Book Start books from the library, 

who had donated them to CHAT for families with young 

children.  Then came adding the finishing touches to 36 

calendars for long-term clients who will be receiving 

Christmas hampers; this involved threading silver ribbon 

through holes at the top of the calendar and tying it in 

bows. 

There was also a lot of shredding to be 

done – volunteers get quite skilled at 

this, and Barbara reckons she should 

almost have earned her licence by now! 

In between these activities Barbara was 

answering the bell in reception and 

‘taking queries to  

more informed  

colleagues’.  She 

made up 3 lots of food parcels – the 

photo shows her making up a fourth.  A 

food parcel can mean several bags of 

food, depending on the number of the 

people in the household.  The bag being 

made up in the photo was for a parent 

with a small child and two very full 

bags were given, along with an Advent 

calendar (kindly donated) and a Book Start book. 

Our food store is very well-stocked at present 

and we are thrilled that we are able to be generous, 

thanks to the generosity of local people. 

http://www.chatmid.org
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Congratulations to Mac, our chairman, and Fran, who married in St Michael’s 

Church, Bampton on Saturday 6th December 2014.  May they both know 

God’s richest blessing as they set out on this exciting journey together. 

 

VOLUNTEER NEWS 

Christmas hampers Many thanks to the four Blundell’s pupils who have 

helped prepare our hampers by covering almost forty boxes in festive 

paper and making Christmas cards, and to one of the trustees for helping 

to decorate the boxes.  Food store volunteers will soon be filling the 

hampers with the delicious Christmas goodies donated by local  

people; this year, in particular, people have been more than generous 

and we have counted over fifty Christmas puddings!  Any food that 

doesn’t fit in the hampers is put it into food parcels in our last few days 

before we close for Christmas as an extra blessing.  This year we have 

been able to give out chocolate Advent calendars to families with  

children, thanks to the generous response of a Tesco-shopper who saw 

the sign showing the number of families helped the previous month, was 

shocked, and wanted to make sure that no children went without an  

Advent calendar. 
 

Reception Our loyal volunteers have worked extra hard on reception 

recently, many of them coming in for extra shifts to help out.   
 

Special thanks also needs to go to: 

 Our prayer chain, and Jan who coordinates it.  Who knows where 

CHAT, and some of our most vulnerable clients, would be now if it 

weren’t for their faithful behind-the-scenes prayers? 

 Those who collect food from the Tesco and Morrisons collection 

boxes week by week, chancing finding a space to park near 28 

Gold Street – we wonder who holds the record for loops of the 

town centre before a space comes free! 

 People who bring in food from their churches – perhaps one of 

you might hold the record above! 

 Richard who has been doing marvels with the CHAT website and 

helping Ruth to (almost) understand how he did it 

 Lynne for her fantastic compilation work with each newsletter  
 

On 8th December we held a tea and cakes party to thank 

everyone for their help and support throughout the year. 
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TENANCY SUPPORT NEWS 
 

It has been nearly 6 months since CHAT launched a Tenancy Support 

advice surgery in Crediton at the Mid Devon District Council offices in 

Market Square.  During this time we have seen clients on 54 occasions 

who needed support on a variety of issues including: 

 Budgeting 

 Debt 

 Benefit problems 

 Advice on Warm Home Discount 

 Assistance communicating with landlords 

 Registering with the Devon Home Choice social housing register 

The number of clients seen at each session has been steadily growing.  

We are beginning to see people who have come as a result of a  

personal recommendation from someone who had already received 

assistance on a previous occasion - which is a good sign.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

With the June start of our Tenancy Support outreach in Crediton, it 

became clear that we needed some signage so that people knew we 

were there.  We are very grateful to MDDC councillors Nick Way and 

Margaret Squires who made this possible by donating sufficient funds to 

cover the cost of the two signs, and a new laptop to use at this  

outreach.  Thank you. 

Helen Tylisczuk  Team Leader 
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NEW INTERVIEW ROOM 
 

Once upon a time there was a small room that was chock-full with 

food.  It was a very useful room.  

When a larger Foodstore was  

created in the old downstairs 

Youth Housing offices, the little 

room needed a change of career.   

With the help of a Locality Grant 

from Councillors it has been  

transformed and is now a third  

interview room, with a completely 

new lease of life, enabling us to see 

as many clients as we need to in 

private and with potential for other agencies to use it.   
After a bit of reconstruction, painting and a new carpet, with the  

existing rooms done to match, we have a useful suite of three rooms 

that look great now, and all are well-used.   

We do like a happy ending! 

Jessica Thomas 

SLEEP-OUT 2014 - up-date 
 

We’re very excited to announce that we’ve raised a grand total of 

£6,202.80: £6,724.05 with Gift Aid.  This is a record amount, and  

actually over £2,000 more than our previous record!  We are so  

grateful to all those who took part, whether through sleeping-out, or 

sponsoring and supporting those who did. 

The sleep-out officially ended 

in October with a Hodsdon 

family Sleep-In!   

Their daughter, 5 at the time, 

decided she wanted to raise 

money for CHAT and organ-

ised her family to join her – 

we think the photos say it all!  

Many thanks to Jessica, her 

brother Thomas, and parents 

Lisa and Marc.  
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OUT and ABOUT 
 

 Getting out into the community to speak to groups interested in 

our work, is always an immense privilege. 

 Since October we have visited the Mothers’ Union of St Peter’s 

Tiverton, Bradninch Baptist Over-60s, St George's and St Paul’s Friends 

and Fellowship group, Petton Methodist Church and Crediton Methodist 

Bright Hour; we visited four Tiverton area schools to talk about our work 

and how their Harvest gifts would be used.  We were also invited to 

speak at a meeting of CTT (Churches Together in Tiverton) about how 

CHAT can help those in need in the town and surrounding area. 
  

The Crediton Justice Day, based 

at the Congregational Church, 

was an inspiring occasion: a 

chance to talk to people about 

how their organisations are  

helping towards making a Good  

Society, to speak about our work 

and to enjoy listening to some 

thought-provoking music.  

 

 Tiverton’s Victorian Fayre on 22nd November started slightly earlier 

than usual, but there was still a great atmosphere and we were able to 

sell soup at our ‘soup kitchen’ thanks to the generosity of people who 
made delicious leek and potato, mixed vegetable, and tomato and lentil 

soups for us.  Thank you also to those who volunteered on the stall,  

especially our last-minute volunteers. 
 

 

Also on 22nd November,  

Uffculme, St Mary’s held a 

Music Café, featuring music 

from Low Key.   

It was a fantastic evening of 

music, dance and food.   
 
 

 

Thank you everyone for your support 

and hard-work on CHAT’s behalf.   


